February 5, 2011.
Colossians 2. Rasmusen notes.

"For I want you to know how great a struggle I have on your behalf and for those who are at
Laodicea, and for all those who have not personally seen my face, that their hearts may be
encouraged, having been knit together in love, and attaining to all the wealth that comes from the full
assurance of understanding, resulting in a true knowledge of God's mystery, that is, Christ Himself,
in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge."

2.1
For I want you to know KINOW
how great a struggle I have STRUGGLE
on your bebalf YOUR BEHALF
and for those who are at Laodicea, 1.AODICEA
and for all those who bave not personally seen my face, FACE

For I would (5719) that ye knew (5760) what great conflict I have (5719) for you, and for them at
Laodicea, and for as many as have not seen (5758) my face in the flesh;

e (5719) yop vuawm edevat (5760) nAikov ayova e€m (5719) vep LULOV KAL TOV €V
Aoodikela Kot 0601 ovE gopakay (5758) 10 TPOGHOTOV LOL EV GAPKL,

He has a struggle for 3 kinds of people: You, and those who are laodicea, and those who have
never met him.

Note how poorly the NAS translates here, omitting the crucial word “flesh”, copxkt.

2:2
that their hearts may be enconraged, ENCOURAGED
having been knit together in love, KNIT TOGETHER
and attaining to all the wealth ATTAINING
that comes from the full assurance of understanding, FULL ASSURANCE
resulting in a true knowledge of God's mystery, MYSTERY
that is, Christ Himself, CHRIST

That their hearts might be comforted (56806), being knit together (5685) in love, and unto all riches
of the full assurance of understanding, to the acknowledgement of the mystery of God, and of the
Father, and of Christ;

o TOPAKANO®oLY ol Kopdlal aVTOV,
cuuPifoacOeviem v ayoann
KOl EL1T TTOLY TAOVLTOT
TN TANPOPOPLAT TNW GLVECEMD,
ELT EMLYVOGLY TOL HLGTNPLOL TOL Beov,
EploTov,

Odd that it’s “their hearts” rather than “your hearts”.



Notice that “encouraged” is nopakAnOwotv, and the Holy Spirit is the Encoutager or
Comforter, same Greek word. This harks back to “flesh” in the previous verse, and connects also to
“hearts”—human flesh--- being comforted here.

The 3 groups are joined—Colossians, Laodiceans, and those who have not met Paul. Why it’s
translated “knit togethet” I don’t know, except that cop is patt of cup BipacBeviem.

What does “the full assurance of understanding” mean? Note that “full” is not in the Greek.
EML YVOGO1V is knowledge here. It is translated, badly, as “true knowledge”.

Compare oopfBipoacOeviem and cuvecsem® for “joined” and “knowledge”. Is the secodn word
like synagogue?

Here is a better translation:

that their hearts may be Comforted
joined in love
and attaining to all the wealth that comes from the assurance of understanding,
resulting in knowledge of God's mystery,
Christ,

2:3
in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. TREASURES

In whom are (5748) hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.
ev o e1o1v (5748) mavie®m 01 ONCALPOL TNT COPLOT KOl YVOCEDT ATOKPLPOL.

Note anokpovpot for “hidden”.  Better to translate, following the Greek word order, as:
“in whom all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge are hidden.”

Word order does matter. The meaning subtly changes when the translater de-emphasizes
“hidden”. Note how it refers back to “mystery”.

2:4.
I say this SAY
s0 that no one will delude you DEILUDE
with persuasive argument. PERSUASIVE

And this I say (5719) , lest any man should beguile (5741) you with enticing words.

Tovto Aeyw (5719)
wa undelm vpow noparoyiinrton (5741)
gv mBavoloyia.

Notice the Aeym root in Agy® and mapaAioytntol and TOavoAOYLAL.




2:5
For even though I am absent in body ABSENT
nevertheless I am with you in spirit, WITH YOU
rejoicing to see your good discipline DISCIPLINE
and the stability of your faith in Christ. STABILITY

For though I be absent (5748) in the flesh, yet am I (5748) with you in the spirit, joying (5723) and
beholding (5723) your order, and the stedfastness of your faith in Christ.

€1 YOLP KOl TN OOPKL OLTTELL, (5748)

OAAOL T TVELUOLTL GLV VULV gL, (5748)
Eapov (5723) kot frenmv (5723) vuov TV TOYLY
KOl TO OTEPEMUO TN ELT ZEPLGTOV TIGTEOT LUMV.

We’re back to Flesh here, which was in an earlier verse where he speaks of those who have not met
him in the flesh.

2:6  (Feb. 5)

Therefore as you have received Christ Jesus the Lord, RECEIVED
so0 walk in Him, WALK

As ye have therefore received (5627) Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk ye (5720) in him:

Qo ovv maperafete (5627) tov EpioTtov IncGouvv tov Kuplov,
€V ALTO TEPITATELTE, (5720)

The word wepinaterte here is the one from which teh philosophical school of rthe Peripatetics gets
its name

2:7 (Feb. 5)
Having been firmly rooted ROOTED
and now being built up in Him BUIL'T UP
and established in yonr faith, ESTABLISHED
Just as you were instructed, INSTRUCTED
and overflowing with gratitude. OV ERFLOWING

Rooted (5772) and built up (57406) in him, and stablished (5746) in the faith, as ye have been taught
(5681), abounding (5723) therein with thanksgiving.

epprlopevor (5772)

KO/l ETOIKOJOMOLEVOL (5746) eV ALTM
kot Befarovpevor (5746) tn mioTEL
kabowm edda&dne, (5681)
nepiooevoviem (5723) ev evéaploTia.

The word dopa in erotkodopovpevot is House. The word gu&aplotia, translated by

the NAS as Gratitude, is really Thanksgiving, the same word as eucharist. Another point against the
NAS.



2:8 (Feb. 12)

See to it that no one takes you captive CAPTIVE

through philosophy and empty deception, PHIL.OSOPHY

according to the tradition of men, TRADITION

according to the elementary principles of the world, ELEMENTARY
rather than  according to Christ. ACCORDING

Beware (5720) lest any man spoil (5704) (5723) you through philosophy and vain deceit, after the
tradition of men, after the rudiments of the wotld, and not after Christ.

PAemete (5720) un Tim vuow ectat (5704)
0 ovAayoyoV (5723) St TN® PILOCOPLOT KAl KEVNT ATATNT
KOTOL TNV TOPASOGLY TOV avOporov,
KOUTO T 6TOLEELDL TOL KOGHOV
KOl OV KOLTOL EPLGTOV;

2:9 (Feb. 12)
For in Him all the fullness of Deity
dwells in bodily form,

For in him dwelleth (5719) all the fulness of the Godhead bodily.

0Tl €V 0LTO Katolkel (5719) mav To TANPOUA TNT BE0TNTO® COUATIKOD,

2:10 (Feb. 12)
and in Him yon have been made complete,
and He is the head over all rule and anthority;

kot eote (5748) ev avto TETANPOUEVOL, (5772) om eativ (5748)
1 KePaAN TOON® APEN® KOl €XOLCLOD,

2:11 (Feb. 19)

and in Him yon were also circumcised with a circumcision made withont hands, in the removal of the body of the
Slesh by the circumcision of Christ;

ev o kal wepteTunOnte (5681) mepitoun a&elponoINT® €V T1 OLMEKOVCEL TOV COUATOT T
N® COPKOT, EV T1 TEPLTOUT TOL EPLGTOL,

2:12 (Feb. 19)

having been buried with Him in baptism, in which you were also raised up with Him through faith in the
working of God, who raised Him from the dead.

cuvtadevtem (5651) avtw ev TO BARTICH®, eV ® KoL cuvnyepOnTe (5681) dio. TN® TTLoTE
O TN EVEPYELAL® TOL BeoL TOL gyelpavTom (5660) ALLTOV €K VEKP®OV;

When you were dead in your transgressions and the uncircumcision of your flesh, He made yon alive together with
Him, baving forgiven us all our transgressions,



KOl LUO® VEKPOL® ovto® (5752) [eV] TOIT TOPATTOUACLY KOl TT) AKPOPLGTIA TNT GOP
KO® LUV, cuveCwonoincev (5656) LLAT CLV ALTO, Eaploapevom (5660) Ny Tovto T
TOPOTTMOLOTA,

having canceled ont the certificate of debt consisting of decrees against us, which was hostile to us; and He has
taken it ont of the way, having nailed it to the cross.

gyoAienyom T0 KaO3 nuov Eelpoypadov tolm doypacty o nv (5713) vrevavtiov Ny, Ka
1 avto NpKev (5758) ek Tov puecov TpoconAwcam (5660) ALTO TO® GTAVP®;
2:15
When He had disarmed the rulers and anthorities, He made a public display of them, baving triumphed over
them throngh Him.

anekduoaUeEVO®m (5666) TO®m OPEQ® KO T £Y0VCLO® OelyLATIGEY (5656) €V TOPPNGL
o, Oprappevcom (5660) ALTOLT gV ALT.

2:16
Therefore no one is to act as your judge in regard to food or drink or in respect to a festival or a new moon or a
Sabbath day--

Mn ovv i@ vpom kpivet® (5720) ev BP®CEL KOLL €V TOGEL 1) EV LEPEL EOPTNT 1 VEOUNVL
o M cappfatov,

2:17

things which are a mere shadow of what is to come; but the substance belongs to Christ.

a goTv (5748) oxia tov peAroviov, (5723) To 8e copa Tov EPLGTOV.

2:18
Let no one keep defranding you of your prize by delighting in self-abasement and the worship of the angels, taking
his stand on visions be has seen, inflated without canse by his fleshly mind,

unodelm vuom katafpafevetm (5720) Behwv (5723) ev tamelvodppocuvn Kol Opnokeld T
oV ayyelov, o eopakev (5758) epfatevwv, (5723) eikn dvclovpevom (5746) LTTO TOL VOOT
TN® GAPKOT CLLTOV,

and not holding fast to the head, from whom the entire body, being supplied and bheld together by the joints and
ligaments, grows with a growth which is from God.



Kol oL KPaT@V (5723) TNV KePAANV, €Y OL TAV TO COUA O10L TOV APOV KOl GLVIEGUOV €
mi&opnyovuevov (5746) kat copfipalouevov (5746) awyel TNV cLYNGLY TOL BgoL.

If you have died with Christ to the elementary principles of the world, why, as if you were living in the world, do
you submit yourself to decrees, such as,

Ev aneBavete (5627) cuv EpioTtm ano Tov 6TolEel®V TOL KOGUOL, Tt O (oviem (5723) €
v Koou® doypatilecbe, (5743)

2:21
"Do not handle, do not taste, do not touch!"

Mn ayn (5672) unde yevon (5667) unde iynw, (5632)

2:22

(which all refer to things destined to perish with use )--in accordance with the commandments and teachings of men?

Which all are (5748) to perish with the using;) after the commandments and doctrines of men?

o gotyv (5748) mavto erm PBopav T AnoEPNOEL, KOTA TA EVIOALATO KOl SOUCKAALOD
TV aviponmv?

2:23
These are matters which bave, to be sure, the appearance of wisdom in self-made religion and self-abasement and
severe treatment of the body, but are of no * value against fleshly indulgence.

Which things have (5723) indeed a shew * (5748) of wisdom in will worship, and humility, and
neglecting of the body; not in any honour to the satisfying of the flesh.

ativa oty (5748) Aoyov pev eEovta (5723) codrom ev eBeloBpnoKkia Kol TATELVOPPOC
vvn [Kot] 0PELSIOL COUATOT, OVK EV TIUT TLVL TPOW TANGULOVNV ThT GOPKOD.




