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Scribes 
    Each class, one or two students are appointed to be “scribes”. Their job is to record student participation.  I will distribute the class seating chart so they know everyone’s identity.  
    The scribe will record a check mark next to the portrait of each person who says anything in class. He will circle the check mark if the person says something especially useful or says a number of things that put together seem worth the circle. He will record an X if someone talks too much or unhelpfully, and nothing at all if someone doesn’t talk. 
   Also, if someone says something especially noteworthy, write his name and a few words on the seating chart to help me remember it later. 

   I’m not expecting you to necessarily speak up and say something brilliant in  class. My expectation is more that you will say something every two or three classes, and maybe two or three people per class will say something especially noteworthy, worth the circle around the check mark. The conversion from marks to participation grade will not be mechanical. I will use the scribes’ marks as a guide to my memory for how well someone participates over the semester rather than totalling them up and making that the grade.  I expect most people will get a 3.3 (a B+) for participation, which is the mean for the class curve.  
   The scribe himself should circle himself, the same credit for saying something impressive, so he doesn’t have to both scribble and talk (though he is free to make comments anyway). 

 It’s fine to switch dates with someone if you let me know. If you are late or absent, I will assign someone else to be the scribe. 
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