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Learning from Japan after the Political Upheaval of 1993

By J. Mark Ramseyer & Eric B. Rasmusen (Erasmus@indiana.edu)

   Although Japanese Supreme Courts justices are appointed by the executive branch like their United States colleagues, lower court Japanese judges are rotated through a variety of posts by a personnel office under the control of the Supreme Court. This opens up the possibility that politicians might use the postings to reward or punish judges. For forty years, the Liberal Democratic Party controlled the Diet and appointed the Supreme Court justices who in turn controlled the lower-court judges.  In 1993, the LDP temporarily lost control. We use regression analysis to look at whether the end of the LDP’s electoral lock changed the court’s promotion system, and find surprisingly little change.  
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Dependent Variable = 1 if initial appointment is to the Tokyo District 

Court.

                                Opposition

             Managed judges         5,0

Incumbent 

             Independent judges     4,3

