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Handout: Basic Python Commands

This illustrates some basic Python commands. Try printing them into Codabrainy one line at a

time (or copy and paste them one at a time). If you do it one at a time, you can see how it works

better than if you cut and paste it all at once. For each line, guess what will happen, before you

press the triangle to run the program.

print ("Hello World") #This is the basic print command. Quotes show text, not variable.

print (3*"Hello World")

print (3*"Hello World\n")

#What does \n do?

print ("_________________________________\n")

dog = 4

print (dog)

print("dog")

print ("The value of the variable dog is", dog)

print("If you print ’3*dog’ you get", 3*dog)

#This is a comment. It doesn’t do anything except explain.

print("If you print ’ 2**dog’ you get 2 to the dogth power, which is", 2**dog, "\n")

print("Print ’dog**(1/2)’ and you get the square root of dog, which is", dog**(1/2), "\n")

#You can go back and change dog to 400 and the numbers will come out differently.

print ("_________________________________\n")

doglist = [120,10 ,40,7] #doglist is a list, not just one number
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print("doglist is", doglist, "\n")

print("The list doglist has 4 items, at positions 0,1,2,and 3." "\n")

print("The first item in doglist is doglist[0], which is", doglist[0], ". \n")

for item in range(0,4):

print("Item", item, "in doglist is", doglist[item] )

print ("_________________________________\n")

end = 9

for item in range(0,end):

print("This is line number", item )

#Try making end bigger and bigger

print ("_________________________________\n")

for item in range(0,end):

print("The next square is", item*item)

print ("_________________________________\n")

#We can do fancy equations too.

x = 1

y = 1000 + (3*x +34)/(x**2 -5)

print("If x equals", x, "then since y = (3*x +34)/(x**2 -5),\n y equals", y)

print ("This is the end. _________________________________\n")


