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With the computer enhancement it is almost possible to see the heighth notation - it 
appears to be five feet seven inches.

Evidently, shortly after his military discharge Samuel decided to emigrate to America 
because the next record is his arrival in New York City with only 50 cents to his name.  
Later, his wife Louise-Anna, asked him if he had not felt desparate.  He replied that he 
looked confidently to the future.  He soon found work learning to tailor in a New York shop.  
In about a year he had moved to Somerset County, Pennsylvania.31 

He used his tailoring skills in later years to make each of his sons a wedding suit.  He also 
sewed the buttonholes for all the clothes made in his family, which must have been 
considerable since ready-made clothing was not available in the few shops of that day.

31 Op. Cit. Manuscript Mary Graf Hess
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The photo above, taken in the 1970s, is of Meyersdale, a village in southwestern 
Pennsylvania were present-day Amish live.  It is the area of Somerset County where 
Samuel settled.  We know from his obituary and daughter Mary’s record that he lived 
nearby and have corresondence to him from a settlement named Meyers Mills in that 
vicinity.32 

There he met Margarete Finly and they were married in July of 1834.  They soon left for the 
West, following the rivers.  When they came up the Illinois River to LaSalle, the rapids 
upstream stopped river transport and they took a stagecoach to Ottawa.  They stayed in 
Ottawa that first year and their first child, Anna Barbara was born there.  Though Samuel did 
not know much about agriculture, they decided to farm.  They like the prospect of land in the 
north end of LaSalle County, so they loaded up in 1835 and took the wagon trail (which 
became “the State Road” iin 1841) that is now named Hoxsey Road.  It led through the 
settlement of Northville and to the area that would become the town of Somonauk in the 
1850s.  They chose a spot near the trail and not far from Somonauk Creek, built a two-room 
log cabin, and the family of three took up life there in the wilderness.33 

32 Copies of Letters from Abraham Buechley  to Samuel Graf
33 Op. Cit. Manuscript, Mary Ann Hess
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